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SUB J : MEDIA REACTION TO ATTEMPT ON PRESIDENT'S LIFE 

1. MEDIA REACTION TO THIRD ATTEMPT IN SEVENTEEN DAYS ON PRESIDENT'S 
LIFE HAS BEEN INTENSE. NHK NINE PM NEWS SEPTEMBER 23 CARRIED 
VIDEOTAPE SATELLITE COVERAGE OF INCIDENT AND WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT 
COMMENTARY ON US MOOD. SEPTEMBER 23 EVENING PAPERS, IN ADDITION TO 
DESCRIPTIVE STORY, COMMENTED EXTENSIVELY ON PROLIFERATION OF FIRE- 
ARMS IN US-A SITUATION IAPANESE ARE UNABLE TO UNDERSTAND- 

AND DIFFICULTIES POSED FOR US LAW ENFORECMENT AUTHORITIES. PAPERS 
ALSO RAISED QUESTION OF SAFETY OF EMPEROR WHILE IN US, NOTING, HOW- 
EVER THAT SECRET SERVICE PROTECTION FOR PRESIDENT HAD BEEN BEEFED 
UP SINCE SACRAMENTO INCIDENT AND THAT US AUTHORITIES ARE CONFIDENT 
OF ABILITY TO PROTECT EMPEROR. MEDIA HAS ALSO SPECULATED THAT 
GOJ MAY ASK FOR INCREASED PROTECTION FOR EMPEROR. 

2. COMMENT. IN CONTRAST TO SACRAMENTO INCIDENT, MEDIA FOR FIRST 
TIME HAS DIRECTLY LINKED ATTEMPTS ON PRESIDENT’S LIFE WITH SAFETY 
OF EMPEROR. THERE HAVE BEEN NO SUGGESTIONS FROM MEDIA THAT 
VISIT BE CANCELLED, BUT LEVEL OF CONCERN HAS CLEARLY-AND 
NATURALLY-INCREASED. 

HODGSON 
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